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Preliminary 


a, He Nil wioy, AN ERODUCTORY Nore 


‘This statomont is one man's informal attempt to describe the objectives, 


ey 


subject mattor, ond the proceduro involved in his work vith Departmont and 


te poople, 


It is chicfly concerned with subjoct mattcr and its usee The rango of sub- 
et mattor is indicated by tho term "farm management and related ficldse" To 

@ moro oxact, this term is used to mean "tho economics of agricultural produc- 
jon and land use." This includes the economic aspects of conservation and 
ricultural adjustment and the economic aspects of tonuro and other institution- 
1 relationships of people to land. 


pic 


Some discussion of organization and procedure is included to indiccte the 
acter of work done in obtaining and developing subject matter, in making it 
ailable, and in assisting with its utilization, 


Attention is purposely focused upon only a small segment of the total edu- 
oneal jobe This is done by concentrating discussion upon the interstate, 
lonal, and national aspects cf subject matter and procedureée 
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.In..so ab is it is hoped to. cushnaiy es things that wil 
ests and activities of fellow workers in the Department and in the S81 Se 
this connection the writer is deeply indebted to these fellow workers wy , 
of the material he has used in this statement. 


ivebre! Shvaneses and natveteeae At the same time id statement ‘Pe not 
lated in terms of a State program, and it is not intended as a suggestion 
this linc. It is hoped, of ccurse, that State workers will find it of somo 
interest, for many ideas ara borrowed from their writings and a years of 
pleasant profitable experience in working with them. ¢ ek 


Although dealing with only a part of the broad subject of agricultu 
economics, this statement does, nevertholess, outline a range of subject m 
and functions to all of which it is difficult to give timely, competent 
tione From a professional standpoint this is both Cee and disec U: 

The statement is labeled preliminary partly because it is rough eile 
plete in many spots and partly because a program of work in extension odu 
must aie Sona be sat a to review, git Shapes) and senhadeeee Honey 


viding a Heese within Wich more intensive, more Brboee work can bo. 
cussed and carried oute vida 
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EXTENSION WORK Th PAR HaKAg@Rn 7 AND RELATED FILSLDS 


(the Beonomies of s cokecanighlannie Production and Land Vibe) 


in he li Sw Dl States 


This work is part of the program of cooperative extension work carried on 
eratively by the United States toaelimen of Agriculture and the individual 


OBJEC TIVES 


le To assist State extension leaders in the 11 Western States in devoloping 
carrying on educational activities in farm management and related fields. 
ough personal contacts, correspondence, and group meetings, these leaders are 
lied with up-to-date professional materials on farm menagement, land use, and 


tical, up-to-date educational methods are strossed. Materials for their use 


ndi vidual State plans of work are reviewed and suggestions for improvement are 


_  @e To work with Department of Agriculture bureaus on educational activities 

arm management and related fields that are of mutual interest to the Depart- 
nt and to the Western Statese This involves the exchango of information on 
1ificant trends in western agriculture, both in Washington and in the field; 
erative work with bureau personnel in the identification and appraisal of 
mic problems; and consultation and joint effort in making subject matter 
the bureaus available for use in cooperative educational programse 


3. To help both State leaders and Department bureaus with the interstate 
ts of educational nrogramse An outstanding feature of western agriculture 
the way many farm management, production adjustment, and land use problems 
end across State lines. ‘he exchange of information on these problems and 


r subjects pertinent to their work in the West, i Pore on and assistance on 


purrently sohected or prepared from national, regional, and interstate sources, 


one Department bureaus... Frequently jointie ator on Gpeueen eee ‘pro lems 
the saving of both time Bae money eee 


4. To make more efficient use of research informatione Western agri 
ture and western resources are of many typese Much aD ee iis 


Reseacent people in order to be fully informed regarding research work fy 
ress and to make use of new subject matter materials as quickly as they ar | 
availablee Frequently materials are briefed or summarized for Extension us b 

Problems encountered for which research is needed are relayed to research work 
erse These workers are often advisod with, regarding the preparation and u 
of their findings. shy 


FIELDS OF WORK 


In order to accomplish. the foregoing objectives, aaueee matter work 
the Federal level is organized by subject-matter fields. Stay ae mt 8 


These fields are based upon the character of agriculture in the West, the 


types of agricultural problems found there, the interest of farm and ranch peo- 
ple in these problems, and their need for educat sales assistance with. theme 


In outlining these fields a number of sources of Panwa tebe have bee 
upone These include many research studies of State and Federal agencies; 
annual plans of work and annual reports of the State extension economists 
the West; the research program of the BAK; the Noble Clark Committec report; 
the Kepner Committee report; the Extension workers! committee report, Preview 
Tomorrow's Educational Problems in ip Siawe Re Economics and Rural Sociology 
the Western States extension economists' report at Fort Collins; personal travel 
and work in western areas; and correspondence and discussion with professi Be 
workers in Federal and State agencies in eae Woe ne. have an interest in 
tione 


The fields outlined take into account the main subject-matter features 
current extension programs and ‘in addition list a number of lines of work t 


under dae or preuiaus exhortenese 


The fields are not mutually exclusive and independent; many interco: 
tions ana interdepondencies oxist. But it is felt that each listed field is 
distinct enough to provide a practical basis for selecting, assembling, and re- 
paring material on subject matter and educational a ely 


eken altogether, the listed fields indicate the scope and contont of 
program of subject-matter work organized at the Federal level oe accomplish 


objectives outlined. = 


to supploment Binns oor matter Aenea ls available to an individual State. Bach 
field necessarily includes a wide range of material -- interstate, regional, iy 
and nationals. The reasons for this are obviouse Agriculture varies groatly 
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r to ection of ‘the West, ‘and in many MNT En eae problems ieeaa across 
Se In each subjoct-natter field each State has certain agricultural 
yblems ee subject-matter interests that are poculiar to itself; others that 

a interstate with a noighboring State or two; some that are in common with all 
ates of the West; and others that aro in common with all States in tho Nation, 
nsequently, information. on subject mattor and educational mothods from outside 
“Sea is useful in supplementing resources available within the State, 


The program is comprohensi ve in that See hiiaes nine important fiolds and 
iarge number of subfields or individual lines of work. This is partly becauso 
sood many lines of work are being carried on somewhere in the West. Hach Stato 
Pe more or less distinct combination of agricultural problems. For this and 


course no one State carries on every line of work found meyhore in tho West. 
ee State to do so would be unwise. But in carrying on a Federal 
‘ogram of ‘RA ale id assistance useful to all poe oll OR uen lines 


‘Tho Be Geir Xd ebuin réhehed Vo for anothor reasone It attempts to be stpoke suanes 
y including, as indicatod above, fields and lines of work that appear promis- 
“he the future: even though they may not be prominent in current State 


The ficlds and lines of work are outlined below. This outline is. not in- 
od as amodole It is simply one way of systematically organizing information 
subject matter and metheds at the Federal level, Neithcr is it intonded 
model for individual States toadopte But it is designed to provido a basis 
joint work on problems of mutual rareet in improving the organization and 
zation of subjoct ma ctor at. State, i He aemome etree and national 


Tho: outline is in preliminary skeleton forme Only enough discussicn is 
ded to make clear:what is meant by the field and pubFi oid headingse Some 
olds: are pis to indicate their een ae _oven thoug h no Sie is under 


Finally, since all lines of work are Boy ‘of aan inportence in a given 
ation it is not expected that they will all be given cgual emphasis. Cnre- 
solection and ranking of lines of work for primary and sccc ndary emphasis 
relation to specific situatic ns is essential in program ccnstructione More 
ill be said abcut this in the later sccticn on Procedure and Cooperation. The 
olds” and lines of work listed below are not ranked in any order of relative 
mportancee | 

~ ae 


Farm anc Ranch Hanagemont 
LY SE NY Ee = eS 


i This ficld is concerned with tho organization and operation of farms and 
hes as individual producing units. Operating set-ups in the Westare of 


diverse types, poeta ae Alia taan Tams: ary-land farms, and range livo- 
outfits. ae 


. 


Boeabeankd changes in mechanization, size of operations, volume of output, 
come: raise problems of coordination and balanee within the farm businesse 


* p a, ot ee ye 
arate (coe t I Teas cae rt, 5 
eer hace 5 it Na Be 4 ; 
? Fy ARE SN ea 


) ’ fs wet ack iy. 'y Fa at i 
P ea ya) 
One educational problem is that cf assisting. Palade. ondr ; in unde 
ing why some farm and ranch sot-ups pay. better than others. | 1° the 


them improve their own organization and management. Seven desirabl 
educaticnal work are listed below, z 


Information on trends in numbers, types, sizes, ond income status” of op 
ing unitse-- This is needed for beth Stato and interstato areas. Statos ar 
making use of census data. BAE is WOES HE on a more precise classificatio 
farms and ranches» 


Typical Paes and ranch set-ups illustrating good organization bia die oper tio 
These are ropresentative oxample farm set-ups illustrating desirable edjus tn 
for farms in a particular problem situation. These’ farm set-ups may or may 
be "demonstration" farmse Frequently they are note In some instances they 


on papere These case farm sct-ups illustrate the experionce and judgments « 
search workers and farmerss They are widely used in the West in publications | 
for discussion ond field work with individuals and groups concerned with the 
particular problem situation of which the example farm sct-up is TOpT eset eas 
This device necds to be used more in work with farmers; in the training of ex 
sion workers; and as an introductory approach to individual farm planninge — 
ance: from research is needed to improve selection of typical farm set-ups 


Such set-ups must, of course, be selected and discussed with some stan 
of income in mind. Both typical comercial family farm and minimum desirabl 
family farm income situations might be considered. Home economists might sup 
basic family livi ing datos 


Enterprise efficiencye-=- The use in an educaticnal way of basic econom 
information on input-output relationships and the development of requirement 
standardse Here tho primary focus is upon a single enterprise, but account 
be taken of how the enterprise fits into a balanced system cf farminge fnte. 
work is very significant in a number of specialty areas. Work on enterprise © 
efficiency is important, for technology has changed rapidly, farmers need ne & 
information, and enterprise work offers fine opportunities for «< operation 
production speclalaigks and economistse 


° 
Farm organization and management planning, including conservatione-==- Bas 
infornaticn anc techniques for doing such form planning jobs as chcosing cro 
livestock combinations in view of sensaruntion neods, planning farmstead anc 
lay-outs, developing work plans for use of labor and equipment, working out 
livestock-feod balances, increasing efficiency within enterpri’ses, and tho ; 
of major-adjustments in size of business. The utilization of cutlook infon 
the keeping of necessary financial and production records, and the use of sc 
factory income objectives consistent with good land use and maintenance of 
resources are all included. Special attention to problems of risk arising f.: 
climatic and other hazardse | 


There are a good many examples cf work,with farmers and ranchers on ina 
val farm planning jobse This work has boen steadily expanding. Work on the 
plenning of farming operations as a whole, as part of individual farm and hom ie 
planning, is newer. Western States have beon well supplied with materials ar (a3 
information on this subject from all over the Nation. Several are nore ee 
materials and techniques adapted to their conditions. All are interested Ane 
experience elsewhere in the West and in the East. ' 
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xa 
ae ie dnoledee: eee ote the wise use of income, eevee: baie Srodi t and 
r sound and efficient business practices regarding insurance, wills, end other 
tracts. The financial aspects of risk ond risk’ bearing are especially impor- 

* nt in many wostorn arease So far, with a few éxcepticns, not much specific attcn- 
tion has been devoted to this.line of worke So far, the most information on 
porience in this field has been obtained from Eastern Statese 


_ Utilization of farm labore-= Basic information on unit labor requirements, 
@ of the farm work plan, farm work simplification, and the training of farm 
keorse 


\ 


This lino of work is given individual omphasis because of BExtensicn's special 
ion-wide responsibilitios in the fiold of farm labor and because of the great 
unt of work done in wostern areas on these subjocts, In the future special 
ort should be made to relate labcr utilization work to developments in utiliza- 
on of farm power, new types of machinery, a and other technologys 


an are suppliod with material from othor States and with illustrativo 
materials developed at tho Federal level. Planning forms and other aids are re- 
| ing increased attontione Special problems occur in cohnection with these 
terials for specialty crop farms and ranch cutfitse 


Scola to HOune People and Others hiaaniSele slated Opportunities 

“The West is Sdémpe ratieaty ned Monn anc people move abouta great d cale 
: yoar thousands of oldor farm youth turn their thoughts to what farming has 
offer. Mony other people, both young and old, look to western aroas for oppor- 
ities on lands They all neod accurate tat pres on and counsel before making 
ecisions and financial comnitnents » 

ee ALL Western States are doing considerable work in this field. Recently guid- 
ce assistance to veterans and settlers on new irrigation projects has been: 
sréssed, particularly in the Pacific Northwest, the Northern Great Plains, and 

.e Southwest. Now the possibilitios for expanding this work tc take particular 
count of young farmers! needsmight well be Srpbeseis Five lines of activity 

-e listed belowse 


- Farming as & Bileieses andas a way of life.-- This is. the agricultural part 
E oaenclc gui dan 1ce informatione 


Ge of opportunities in western arease-=- This is an over-all picture of 
ortunities in established farming areas and in new land areas. Information 
and and water resources, typos of farming and income to be expected, public 
cilities, and-market outlets needs to be as specific as possiblee The States 
wae Os Rona have done much work on thise Wide educational use has been 


i d oy " it Ws i . 
j ay ioe — 1 es Bae 
MORE ee ateg Rare Bors Be ok 
Types of persons secking opportunitics orn 8 peat gi 
needed good estimates on tho number of young — arm: people | others who - 


to tae We guidances Work to ek on this: is probably inadequate. 


The sahodtion of a farme-- This involves guidance in comparing 
including those in other Statese It also involves the-use of outlook 
and the consul tation servicos of public agencies, consideration of buying 
renting, and ways for appraising and evaluating individual farms as. tc 
uctivity, BoE ee te dosirod ei of farming, and social mane? 


Lew Ye 


of credit and seEatastary step of credit pacer ‘types of sane 
father-son agreements, good emp loyer-omployee arrangements, equitable 1 
ments, and contracts. A fara managemont program sui ted to AD aah new ve 
especially important. 


Agricultural Production Adjustments f 


This is a way of looking at “the, agriculture of the West by areas 
region as a wholes In many respects this agriculture is uniques Corn 
relatively unimportant, while wheat, range aie, dairy, fruits an 
vegetables are very important sources of incomes Specialized farming i 
and there are a great many distinctly different YR UT One athe Bee arease 
production of the region moves across State lines to the east, ‘or westwa 
Pacific Coast marketsSe yee F 

In many areas important changes have taken place in the level and p terr 
production. liore are sure to follow in the postwar period. the western f ss: 
rancher needs timely information on developing trends not only for his o 
but also for areas that compete with hime This knowledge of the Pig 
tion is essential not only to planning production adjustments but also t 
development of forward-looking Cee Saat aah si: 7 See 


situations and in terms of Hsien se. pean arease 


a 


Some typo fiproduetven areas coincide with county, irrigation district, 
units for which there are statisticse But many production areas 6xt end a: 
county or State lines in a pattern for which special arrangements of statis 
and other subject matter have to be developed. The lines of work listed el 
intended to suggest needs for subject-matter materials as well as “possibil 
educational usee ‘ 


Trends in crop acreages, numbers of livestock, and volume of production b 
arease=-- This is background information. Some is available. It is much us 
needs to be more precisce ines 

| 
Trends in farm technologye-- Information’ on developments in the use. 
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Ls 


tione-- ‘This is a developing line of subjec 


BS. 


types of farm power, haymaking equipment,-farm:and ranch transportation, sugar 
beet and vegetable harvesting, and tho likee: ° 


Trends in adjustments, costs, and returns on farms by type, size, and loca= 
matter with special reference to 
research currently under woye Several range cattle, range sheep, and wheat areas 
are being analyzed on an interstate basise Individual States and BAB are cooporat- 
ing. The results are likely to be very uscful in educational worke 


Competition between areas and types of farmse-- Meny State workers and farmers 
look at adjustments in terms of competition. is involves information on trends 
in type and volume of agricultural commodities moving into primary marketing chan- 
nels and on changes in tho competitive position of individual commodities. Areas 


beyond individual State lines are usually involved. Subject matter is inadequate 
and educational work is less than it would otherwise bee 


Changes in types and amounts of production likely to result from different 
levels of conservation farming on existing agriculturol lands, and from different 
levels of new land devolopment.-- istimates aro vory difficult to make. some 
material has been developed and usod but more information is badly needed for use 
in educational worke 


The dovelopment of oitlook materials on an areca basise=- This involves an 
appraisal of orca production trends and possibilities in rolation to regional and 
national production trends and possibilities and in relation to prospective market 
demand. Recent production adjustment studies by States and the Department have 
used procedures that could be adapted to this purposée 


The use of outlook information on an area basise-- There has always been a 
difficult educational problem in Wadapting” general outlook information to specific 
arease The further development of outlook materials on an area basis will make 
possible more precise educational work on changes in farming that are likely to 
be most profitable in different farming areas and for different sizes and types of 
farmse 


a 

Balanced use of agricultural resources of an area for a profitable and/stable 
type of community economye-- This is a somewhat broader approach than the one 
emphasized in the several preceding topics, where changes in production are the 
main concerne It is a widely understood concept in the West, and most States use 
it as the vehicle for educational work on problems of balance such as: 


Balance between agricultural population (labor force) and employment and 
income opportunities. Area labor requirements and in-and-out migratione 


Balance between total feed supply and livestock carriede 


Balance among the several major types of feed; their location and season~ 
ality of usée 


‘Balance between the use of land resources and their productive capacitye 
Balance between type and volume of production and primary market outletse 


For high-risk areas, an improved balance from year to year in termsiof . 
moisture and feed reserves, financial reserves, and the use of insurances 
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Shifts to new systems of farming s-- This is of particular importance in areas 
where surplus production or serious ; land use problems necessitate more or less 
drastic changes in the organization and operation of producing units.e This isa 
difficult line of work. — Tho need is recognized, but the volume of specific educa- 


tional work-on this subject “is smalle 4 
‘ Land Utilization and Conservation ~ j « & 


This is a way of looking at.all land rosources; how they aro used and how 
they can best be maintained. r. £ 


The western landscape is charactorized by great variations from area to 
area; by important types. of. nonarop use such as forest and range; and by the great 
importance of watersheds as irrigation water-supply arease Problems of farm and 
ranch organization and management and problems of agricultural production adjust- 
ment are often closely tied in with over-all problems of land use and land manage- 
mente Much research and ‘educational work has been done in the West in the paste 
This slacked off during the ware Now, with shifting: market demands and 
increased emphasis on conservation, interest in educational work is likely to 
increasee As in the past, many region-wide and Nation-wide materials will be 
needed. Three lines of subject matter work are listed bolowe These are very im- 
portant. sft = 2 dee ‘dein OO om um Bees q , 


a2 


Situation as to major types of use and ownershipe-- Trends, shifts in major 


use (range land to crop land, etc.) and economic reasons for thesce % 


Probable long-time land requiremonts; national and westerne-~ Amount and ¢ 
approximate costs of land development and conservation needed. Economic guides 
for development and conservatione 


Classification of land as to desirable future USO e~= Bducat eicnal aspectSe 


meted 


Land Tenuro 


This concerns the arrangements under which men owm or use land resourcese 
In the Western States about one-fifth of the farm and ranch outfits are operated 
by tenants, However, of all land in farms, whether owner, part owner, or tenant 
operated, about two-fifths is operated under lease. Share and cash methods are 
both importante 


In many areas where public ownership of land is important, tenure of the é 
individual is necessarily some combination of public and private use rightse 
This aspect is an important factor in many forest, grazing, and irrigation water ~* 
supply arcease 


The problom is to develop equitable, stable land use arrangements for the J 
many types of farming and for the many combinations of private and public usose 
Education has a very important role to play in this, Six lines of subject-mattor 
work are listed belowe 


Trends in the tonure status of people on farms and ranches in the West ost (in- 


cluding agricultural laborers) agricultural laborers)e-- This is background. ¢; type of of information. Somo 
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Cite 
is available and is being usods More'is needed. 


Trends in tenuro status of. landse-- Same comment as above, lore precise 
e SUE an Eee pene uee- ean ene * - 
information is needed by. areas and by types of farming. 


Landlord-tenant rolationse-- Most of the educational work done in land 
tenure has been in this subfield. Emphasis has been placed upon improving leasese 
The U.SeDeA. forms have been widely distributed and discussed. Several Statos 
have devoloped adapted versions. Experience in Eastern States suggests possibili- 
ties for Deoneerag this. worke ; 


- Property transfers and farm ownershipe-- This involves information on signifi- 
peat features of wills, purchase contracts, inhoritance, life ostates, and joint 
tenancye One aspect is to wnderstand the process whereby farmors actually acquire 
ownership of their land, particularly of family-sized farms. This is mostly new 
territory for both research and extensione It appears worth oxploringe 


Forms of groun and public eaniete of land resourcese-- This includes control 
through zoning, or by cooperative grazing associations, conservation: districts, 
and irrigation districts, as well as by full public overship and management. 
These arrangements for shaping land use are very important in many western areas, 
Research on economics and political science aspects is inadequate. Considerable 
educational work has been done, for exemple on soil conservation districts in 
most States and on grazing associations in severale’ Opportunities for e ducation- 
al work: ‘are manye 

Bal esmiints income, ond socurity opportunities for’agricultural workerse-- 
Information on type, season, and location of work; work agreoments; housings 
unemployment compensation; and accident insurance. 


Credit end Farm Finance 


A wide variety of farm credit problems is found in the West. These range 
from the financing of large-scale commercial operations to tho rehabilitation 
of small fomily farms. Types of credit range from short-term production loans 
for annual crops, such as wheat and certain specialty vogetables, to long-term 
capital loans for apple and citrus orchards. Rango livestock financing differs 
from other types in many respects. Settlers on new lands and established farmers 
making drastic shifts in systoms of farming each have special requirements. Prob- 
loms of risk and risk bearing are of special importance in many arease 


The supply of credit is, of course, generally adequate at present. But there 
remains the fundamental educational problem of assisting farmors and ranchers to 
better understand the furictions of credit and-to use it wisely. Six lines of 
subject matter are listed belowe 


The balance sheet of agriculture.-- This is information on tho assets and 
liabilities of farming on a Nation-wide basise It is workod out annually by 
BAB and is regularly used by most. western States. Information on.a regional 
basis would be a useful additions. ‘af | . 


Types aiid sources of credit available to farm peoplee-- This is information 


on lending agencies, Federal and other, sources of credit, principai features of 
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lending procedures, security requirements, terms, and so one It has long been 
an educational activity in the West. It continues importante 

Farm mortgages and land purchase contractse-- General information on trends 
in mortgage debt, interest rate, and percentage of farms mortgaged is available 4 
and widely usede: More specific information by areas is needed. More educational 
effort might well be devoted to features that protect both borrower and lender, 
such as valuation of property on normal long-time basis, flexible paymonts geared, F 
to income, and cquitable repossession provisicnse 


Short-term forms of credite-- Information on production credit, rehabilita- a 
tion loans, and emergency feed and seed loanse Important educational features 
of financial management and farm planning can also be tied in with gs: 
operationse PASIERDE NOTE of this is poseabte in the West. 

Financing farm ‘structures ant rural: housinge-- Neither materials nor educa- 
tional methods are eanty devehoped in the Weste 

Credit and snvoptmante mecds for new farms and for facilitating shifts in 
systems of farmings-- This is a special LENA Pe 
sources are inadequatee ‘hese needs are so important in a number of western 
areas that, they deserve: special study and special educational efforte 


Risk and risk bearinge--. ‘This is a subject of vital importance in many 
western arease Much more information is needed on the measurement of risk, possi- 
bilities for insuring on an actuarial basis, the reduction of risk, and arrange=- “ 
ments for equitable distribution of risk costse _ BAB has. proposed plans for 
research on these subjects, Information on national crop insurance and other 
material from national, regional, end State sources has been made available for 
use in educational programse 


Land Values and Prices 
Not — is more vital. to success in farming and to the wise use of land 

resources than sound valuation of lands. No line of educational work is more diffi- 
cult. This is especially true in the West, where several 5 Attire factors influ- 
ence land values and land pricese In many areas full+time farmers face growing 
competition for land from urban people whorare interested in commercial farming 

or in residential or recreational uso. Instrictly agricultural aroas poor farm 
land is commonly overpriced in relation to good land. In areas where public lands 
are important, use privileges are frequontly capitalized into commensurate prop-= 
erty prices. Almost everywhcre there is great difficulty in arriving at stable 


: ; : aa : : é 
estimates of what land is worth, because of fluctuating climatic factors and 
erratic up-and-down movements of farm production and incomee : 
The educational problem is to select and use the best possible factual it ‘ 


materials as a basis for understanding “land values and land prices. Five lines of * 
subject matter are listed belowe 

Situation and trends in the farm land market,~= This consists of information 
on land prices, numbor of farms sold, types of sellers and buyers, and methods of 
financing sales, by types of farms and arease. National, regional, and aroa 
reports are regularly made availablee - a 
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Forces that make farm land prices and valuese-- This consists of information 
on farm commodity prices, production and income, changes in technology, demand 
for farms, funds available for purchase of land, and supply of farms for salag 
It also includes analysos of relationships among theso forcese During the war 
yoars all. Western States have made much use of these materials aswell as matcials 
describing the situation and trendse Now, increased emphasis might well be given 
to helping farm and ranch pcople better understand the forces that determine land 
valucs as distinguished from land pricese 


The capitalization into land prices of benefits from such sources as grazing 
at end adjustmont paymentse-= This is an important problam in many arcase 
ery little rescarch information is available, and little if any educational work 
is being donee The whole subject noeds oxploratione 


Farm lend appraisale-=- Farm land value clinics or appraisal danonstrations 
involve intensive work with small groups, explaining tho normal value concopt, 
its basis andapplication, Information on successful oxperience in other States 
has been supplicd the West. This appoars .o very desirable type of worke 


A public appraisal scrvice has boen proposed. Some information materials 
are available and have beer usede More needs’ to be done on thise 


History of local farm land valucsee» This is a line of work that might sup- 
ploment other Innd valuo activiticos. It would call for information on long-timo 
trends in local areca yields, farm pricos, farm incomo, and farm land pricose 
Land value caso histories for typical operating units-provide a way of organizing 
this information in interesting forme : , Lis 


Facilities and Serviccs for Rural Arcas 


Many western areas are sparscly populatod, and schools, roads, and other 
facilitics and-services are ospecially inadequate. Some areas are steadily losing 
populatione Others, like the valleys and new land areas, aro gaining in popula- 
tione thus tho situation varies greatly from section to sectione The dueational 
problem is to assist pcople living in rural areas in understanding the cconomic 
basis for adequato, wollemaintainod facilitics and services, Before thevar con- 
siderable educational work was done on this probleme The work has slacked off, 
but the necd cantinucs. Subject mattcr falls into two main lines. 


School end medical care facilitios and sorviccse== Many aspects of s chool 
end medical care probloms are not economic in naturee Thos chool and medical caro 
poople themselves develop information on trends in the availability of adequato 
type facilities and services and make estimates of needs for additicnal or reor- 
ganized facilities and services in wostern areas. From this point on, -the fol- 
lowing types of oconomic information are needed: 


The relation of existing ond needed facilities to trends in type of farming, 


farm income, and land useée 


Methods of financing and business management for facilitios and sorvicese 


Criteria for investmont of public funds in needed improvements to econonice 
ally ostablish adequate levels of servicos (in torms of estimated noeds). 
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Insofar as possible scalo and location of such, improvemonts should be in harmony 
with desirable long-time trends in type of farming, land use, and farm incomde 


All-weather roads and electric linose=- Theso are somewhat different from 
school and medical caro faciliticse . They are somewhat loss. closely linked to 
hunan needse Roads, especially highways, are powerful factors affecting land 
usee Types of information used in educational work include: 


” 


Inventory of eee fidaiicwe. 


Relationship of these facilitics to trends in type of farming, farm tee 
and land usé@e : 


Type of farming, farm income, and land use erttoria for further dovelopmont,. 


s 


The Supply ond Domand Situation, and Outlook 
for Western Agricultural Products 


Eight fields of work in the otonomics of agricultural aiuaucates oe land 
useare outlined abovee In all of those the focus of attenticn is upon the use 
and conservation, of resources in the processes of production and upon the tenure, 
credit, public facility, and other man-made arrangoments that shape the use of 
resourcese ers? 


‘Many lines of educational work outlinod abeve involve or are rolated to 
changes in agricultural production. In crder that such educational work may 
emphasizo things within the limits of practicality it is necessary to havo as 
accurate an ostimate as possible of the economic consequences of these changes 
in terms of their effect upon demand, supply, and the income position of fa 
and ranch peoplde 

If changes in production in a particular aroa are te mean greater officicncy 
in the uso of resources they must be appraised and understocd in relation to the 
particular demand for, the neod for, and the utilization of tho commodities in- 
volvede They must at the same time be appraised and undorstood in relation to 
the particular total supply of which the changed production is a parte 


Scme supply and demand factors opcrate over tho entire West. A groat many 
operate in some special way in relation to a particular commodity or a particular 
ArGoe 


On the supply side the cutctanding fact in recent wostern agricultural his- 
tory eo beon the greatly inerseseda cutput from an only moderately expanded 
acroago-, This has been largely due te shifts to more intonsive lines of agricul- 
tural production, ts mechauizaticn, «nd to increased yiolds for scmocropse 


On tho demand sido one cutstandiny frct has boon the dependence upon markets 


outside the region, mostiy in the Bast but also exporte Another has been the 
rapid growth cf western pepulation, particularly in California, and the slow 


ot TO ERR TERETE. > 


14 The material in this and the noxt throo paragraphs is adapted from a report 
by BAB, Longtorm Outlook fur \iestern Agriculture, by Maricn Clawson and 
" Wendell Calhoune 
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shift of western economy from one: based on raw materials to one based on raw 
materials plus trade and manufacture. 


Much of western agricultural output consists of specialty crops not grown 
elsewhere in the United States or grown only in limited volume elsewhere. For 
these, western production far exceeds western consumptione These commoditics are 
sold primarily on the national market mainly in the Midwest and East. Transpor- 
tation costs are a big factor. 


A part of wostern agricultural output consists of common agricultural com= 
modities grown in many parts of tho United States as wcll as in the West. Some of 
these, such as hogs, are "deficit" commodities in that western production is 
clearly less than western consumpticne Others, such as potatoes and apples, are 
"surplus" commodities in that western production clearly exceeds wostern consump- 
tione A third group such as dairy products can bo called “solf-sufficiont" com- 
moditics, REsaues western producticn and western consumption aro approximately in 
balance. 


- From the foregoing it is obvious that there aro a groat many combinations of 
"supply and demand" forces for which information is needed, depending upon the 
commodity and the area involveds Producing areas differ greatly in commodities 
turned out and in possibilities for shifting to other types of production. They 
also differ greatly as to the wi in which prices and producers’ incomes are 
affected by changes in type and volume of agricultural production. 


Thus, for each western commodity and, where necessary for each western area, 
there is needed clear factual information on the supply and demand situation that 
will provide a frome of reference within which educaticnal, work in production 
economics and land use can be carried one 

The problem then ‘is one of obtaining and using. such factual information not 
only on national but also on all regional and producing-area supply-and- demand 
forces that must be taken into account. Ail States carry on work in this field. 
A great amount of national ‘situaticn material is made available and is uscde 
Regional and area material is loss fully developed and would be moro gonerally 
used if available. At: least four lines of information aro important. 


Tronds in the prices of agricultural commodities important in theo Woste -= 

SS e 
Prices rocoived for products sold, prices paid for production goods and sorvicos, 
and relation of these to incomde 


Factors affecting the prices of individual commodities or groups of commod- 
itiose-— Supply factors and the effect of price changes upon supplye 
tors: and the effect of price changes upon consumption 


General economic conditicns that affoct the comand for and the sup 
agricultural products -- national and rogional e== National income as an over-all 
measures Changes in the gonoral price levol end the status of. monetary and fiscal 
affairse The size and charactor of the labor force, national and rogional, its 
employment, productivity, and income. The capacity of the industrial plant, 
national end regional, its utilization, officiency, and use ef income. The lovel, 
composition, and terms of foreign trndce . 


at 
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The economic position of the western farmer in the national economye== Com- 
parison of the incomes of farm and nonfarm pooplee The income poses of pro- 
ducors in relation to parity and alternatives tc parity important in the Wosts 


PROCEDURE AND COOPERATION 
This program of work, the scope and content of which is cutlined above, is . jy 
a part of the program of tho Agricultural Bconomics Soction of the Extension 
Service of the Ue Se Department of Agriculture. It is carried cut through a sct 
of correlated procedures that involve cooperation with many extonsion, research, i 
and other profossional agricultural workerse The-s cvernl subject-matter fields 
and lines of work aro poniodigell a appraised ‘as to their rolative importancee 
Subject-matter materials are selected, interpreted, and prepared for ficld usee 
Related materials on oducativnal methods are selected, prepared, andaplained, 
Other workers. are trained in subject matter and in the educational techniques for 
toaching ite Work is done with State and Federal grcups in analyzing agricultural 
problems and the educational needs of farm and ranch peoplo, in formulating ond 
carrying out educational programs, anc in appraising rosults of such progranse 


. The outline below, like the outline of fields and lines of work, is in 
skeleton forme~ In many respects it is rough and incomplete, but it does mark out 
the main lines of preceduree For analysis these are discussed soparately, but in 
the actual process of carrying out the program they aro interwoven at many pointse 


The Selection of Fields and Lines of Work 

The periodica ‘i appraisal of the several fields ond lines of subject-matter ~' 
work as to their relative importancee-= Rigid analysis and pricrity rating of 
lines of work is. an essential first step in organizing the programe Manpower is 
net available for intensive work. in all lines. Criteria usod include the relative 
importance of particular agricultural problems in individual arcas or in the 
region as a whole, the availability of usable research informaticn, Extension's 
specific legal responsibilitics, and the specific subjoct-matter interests of the 
States and the Department, Since agricultural problems aro dynamic ana since 
educational work must anticipate and adjust to change, occasional reappraisal and 
renlignnent of emphasis is NeCESSOTrYe 

This analysis and rating of lines of subject-matter work must, of courso, 
be tied in with other lines of procedure, such as linison contacts with resoarch 
agencies and work with State and Federal extension workers, In trying to classify 
lines of work for primary end’ secondary emphasis a real dilemma is encountered 
because cf the great diversity of lines of work under way in the region and be- 
cause of tho wide range of combined State and Department subject-matter intorestse » 

The distribution of time and effort among fields and lines cf subject-mattor : 
work according to their relative importancees=. This. distribution is based upon \! 
the classification elready discussed, ‘to illustrate, such work as thet on risk 
bearing or that on the capitalization of benefit payments into land values doos 
not yet take much time, since, there is still not much resoarch information avail- 
ablee On the other hand individual farm, organization and management planning, - 
outlook, guidance to young poople selecting farms, production acjustmonts by 
areas, ond improvement of loase arrangements all take considerable time, since 
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these are important lines of work and since considerable material is available. 
A number of lines of work, such as information on the balance sheet of agricul- 
ture and information on trends in the utilization of land resources, are for gen- 
eral background use and require little time to handle. | my 


Usually the selection and preparation of information on educational methods 
is undertaken in connection with specific fields. and lines of subject matter. Time 
and effort are usually distributed among lines in approximately the same propor- . 
tion as on subject matter itself. 


Sources of Subject Matter 


Major sources of materials on subject matter and educational moethodse== 
Individual States in the West are a major source of subject matter on western 
agriculture and of information on adapted educational methods. 


Interstate and regional groups in the West, such as the Wostern Farm Bconom= 
ics Association and the Great Plains Council, are sources of area and region-wide 
materialse Both individual State and regional materials are obtained through 
personal contacts in the West, participation in conferences, and by analysis of 
research and extension. reportse 


Individual States and interstate and regional groups elsewhore in the country 
are. a source of many materialse For example, several liidwestern States are a 
source. of information on individual farm management and planning, the Lake States. 
on land utilization and settler guidance, the North Central ond other regional 
committees on land tenure, and the Midwestern ond Southeastern States on farm con-= 
servation planninge 


Materials from these sources are obtained through economics specialists in 
the Economics Section of the Federal Sxtension Service who work with Statos and 
regional groups in other parts of the countrye Their personel knowledge of these 
matcrials is of great assistanco in selecting those pertinent to the Weste Mater 
jals from Westorn States and western groups are in turn called to their attontion, 
so that thoro results a “cloaririg house" exchange of most recont subject-matter 
matcrials from all over tho Nations . : 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics is the direct source of basic material 
for the rogional and national aspects of many lines of e.ducational worke Much 
of this.matcrial originates as an important part of the product of cooperative 
resoarch work carriod on by the Bureau and the States. Since so much material is 
tho joint product of Federal and State effort it is difficult {and unnecessary 
for our purpose hore) to exactly measure the BAE's contributione Howevor, it is 
safo to say that for the 47 linos of subject mattor listed in the soction on 
Fields of Work the Bureau of Agricultural Economics is an important source for 50 
or 35 and a contributor in some smount to several of the otherse 


Matorials from this resoarch and statistical buroau are obtained through 
regular cooperative contacts in Washingtone Special contacts are maintained with 
Bureau personnel in Washington and in tho West regarding subjoct mattor of special 
importance in the West. 
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Other Department bureaus supply helpful informations -This includes material 
on credit and farm financing from Farm Credit Administration and Farmers Home 
Administration; on farm planning from Farm Credit Administration, Farmers Home 
Administration, Soil Conservation Service, Agriculturel Research Administration,and 
Production and Marketing Administration; on land utilization and conservation, 
-from Soil Conservation Service and Forest Service; on rural facilities from Rural 
Electrification Administration; and on market. outlets: from Office of Foreign 
Agricultural Relationse weed my) 

Certain materials from these agencies supplement those available from the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics or individual Statose They are obtained through « 
rogular cooperative channels and by personal contacts in Washington and in tho 
fielde Special attontion is givon to procuring itoms of significance to e duca= 
tional work in the Weste 

ther Fodorail shedictoks such as the Buroau of Reclamation and the Bureau cf 

Land Management, of tho Dopartment of the Interior, are sourcos ofc ertain mater- 
ials of spocial’ importance in wostermm arcase Those are obtained or arranged for 
through the Office of the Scerctary of Agriculture and by informal contact in 
the fiolde 


The Tennessce Valley Authority is a source of matcrials useful in test demon- 
stration and farm planninge 


Federal cxtension specialists in other subject-matter fields and in educa- 
tional methods supply many types of very helpful information. This includes-- * 
information on‘farm fomily living, production technology, and scil and water 
‘ managemont that is necessary in carrying on educational work in farm management 
and related fieldse It also includes specialized material on-educational tech- * 
niques, such as the preparation of written materials, readability analysis, new 
uses of radio, improvement of - SPOnSaEEy training, evaluation of methods, and 
visual aids. : | 


The Organization of Matorials 


The organization, for efficient usc, of materials on subject mattcr and 
educational mcthodse== This is a continuing process that is carried on at the 
same timo as matorials are’ obtained from the sources described above, and as 
these matcrials aro utilized in educational programs. Tho whole purpose is to 
facilitate the officiont translation and transmission of subject matter fron 
source into usce Ono mechanical detai] is the maintenance of a file of reference 
material organized by fields and lines of subject matter by individual States 
and for the region as a wholee This file provides a way of systematically handl= 
ing working materials. It is not for record or for permanent library usce v 


Special sets of up-to-date examples of State work, key reference matcrials, | 4 
outlines, and Department reloases for individual fields are brought together M 
for use in work with States and with groups in the Dopartment. 

The actual procedural steps in organizing subjoct matter will vary, depend- 
ing upon the subject, the character of tho material, and the way in which it is 
to be uscd. Some materials are suitable for use in thoir original form. Others 
have to be summarized or briofede Informal materials from interviews and 
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conferences have to be written upe Most materials are analyzed and suggestions 
prepared as to possible educational uses. 


In a number of instances subjoct matter pertinent to the West can be devoel- 
oped as part of a body of subject matter for the country as a wholee 


However, some supplementary information’ and special inturyeetathen is usually 
desirables For a number of subjects, locally or regionally important in the West, 
special types of information aro necessary. 


Pragedura, toy organizing materials for use in the field must take into account 
the charactoristics of wostorn agriculture and'western resoarch and extonsion 
worke Geographically the region is large; it is 1,200 miles from Borkoley, Calife, 
to Laramic, Wyoe; 1,500 miles from Pullman, Washe, to Las Crucos, N. Moxe: Intor- 
state distances bere State agricultural colleges are greater than in tho Rast. 
Research and extension staffs in agricultural cconomics are small, ond profas- 
sional specialization in economics subjects has not developed to anywhere near 
the extent it has.in the Middle West and Easte Toamwork botween economists and 
other specialists is especially important in order to multiply tho offectivenoss 
of limited manpowere 


The rapid ¢ rowth’ of" ‘western agriculture, the eae of wild-land 
resaqurces, the :pionoer spirit of agricultural and industrial development, the 
mobility of people, the fluctuations in production and income due to climate, 
and the necessary flexibility of educational programs must all be taken into 
accounte This mcans thet the process of organizing subjoct-matter matcrials 
must be closely related to and integrated with work in the States and with work 
with State and Federal groups, analyzing ¢gricultural probloms, sizing up the 
educational needs of. farm and ranch pooplo, formulating and carrying out cduca- 
tional progrems, and nae rosults of ee programs. 


. 


Work with Statc Extension Economists and Other Stato Workers 


Assistance to the State extension cconomist as’ he organizes his own progrom 
as a subject-mattcr spccialiste-- this involves joint consideration of matcrials 
of national, rogicnal, and interstate significance and consultative assistance 
in outlining objectives, ficlds and lines of work, and the main features of 
organization and procodure,. This assistance with “matontale and.thoir use is 
especially important for tho noxt fow yearsy sinco States aro reorganizing their 
work, adding DERE eho ieee outlining longer-time programse 


Assistance to the State extension economist as he koops informed of and in 
touch with research and other subject matter pertinent to his work, particularly 
that originating outside his own State.-- The ground covered hero is indicated in 
the foregoing discussicns of fields of work and sources of materials With cco- 
nomic probloms growing in importance and with new research under way, the problom 
of keeping in touch with developments is increasingly difficult. 


Assistance to tho State extension economist and others with subject matter 
and procedures for analyzing the economic aspects of production and land use prob- 
ems in the Statee-- As pointed out in the introductory discussion of fields of 
work, oach State has a more or less distinct sot of agricultural. probloms. An 
analysis of those, in terms of thoir goographic location, rate of change, the 
number of farms and families involvod, and other factors, is essential to provide 
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an up-to-date basis for an educational progrome Since agricultural problems are 
related one to another, it is assumed that the analysis of the oconomic:a spects of 
production and land use problems can logically be correlated with the analysis of 
other aspects of agricultural peouvens as. We ay of a planning and ee a eae” 
processe 


Western States have had a great doal of experience in analyzing agricultural 


problems as part of their work in "land use planning," “agricultural planning," 


and “extension program planning." Sinco western agriculture diffors so sharply 
from area to areca the States pay particular attention to distinguishing between 
areas in their analysis of problems and in their development of programse Also, 
since many production adjustment, land use, land tenure, and other problems extend 
beyond the boundaries of individual farm and ranch units the States Das 
CERTRE LSI OW Eee, ger a and arca=wido Gan CeseOn activitidos. 


Types cf subject matter, and the need for saneean materials from cther State, 
regional, and notional. sources are indicated in the discussion of fields of worke 
The emphasis-.upon the analysis of agricultural problems and the formulation of 


educational. programs in a planrting way is likely to continue impertant in the West, 


Assistance to the State extension economist and others with the economic 
aspects of agricultural production and land use in cointy extension programse—= 
It is assumed that work with theso economic aspects constitutes a part of a well- 
balanced -ccunty progreme It.is also assumed that such work should be correlated 
with other linos of educational activity at each stage -=- the analysis’ ofa gricul- 
tural problems, tho formulation and carrying out of educational prcegrems,’ and 


& 


the appraisal of results. Federal assistance with these economic aspects of county 
extension programs is provided in twowayse One is direct, by assisting extension 

: > : . : . . ; 
economists and others in their analyses of agricultural probloms, and in thoir work 


of formulating, carrying.cut, and appraising State programs. Tho other is direct 
when, as a part of this assistance with State programs, contact is made directly 
with county workerse MSspocially important is work in individual example counties 
that illustrate significant probloms of mutual interest to the State and to the 
Department, and which provide a good basis fora assisting the exten ane ogohpmtee 
and others with the State programe The use of carefully sclectod "sample" or 
"pilot" counties for this purpose has not so far been developed tc the extont that 
appears desirable for the futuree 

Farm and homo planning as part of a county extension program involves impor- 
tant economics subjicct matter and related odventional mothods.e Procedures along 
the above lines provide a way of assisting with this activity. ‘There is ag rowing 


interest in this approach to extension work in the Weste Ono of the most challong- 


ing problems for the States is to ~ ccrrelate the somewhat new individual farm 
planning approach with the well-establishod ecmmunity-wide and area-wide agricule 
tural planning approach so that the two approachos harmonize witn and onplement 
each other. - 


Consultation with professional workers in research and resident teaching 
5 ee ae IPB BT RE Fo RT TE Ho ANTE ee A LSP REE TDI a eo PRD eT Pa ee TIE pete Se Ee 
regarding rescarch and formal training in the economics of azricultural production 


w 


{) 


and lend usee-= This is an informal linison type of contact for thee xchange of 


information and ideas on matters significant tc economics extension wrke. 


+ 


The five types of assistance to State extension leaders, outlined above, are 
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performed by conferences, individual contacts, and other work within individual 
States and counties; by correspondence and the supplying of subject matter 
throughout the yoar; and‘ by contacts ond work et regional and national confer- 
enceSe | pc’ pent Gi 


Individual. and group ccntacts in the States constitute the most effective 
assistancee They pormit keoping in touch with local agricultural conditions and 
changing omphasos in State programs, and they facilitate cooperative work in cut- 
lining objectives, fields of work, ‘and procedurese One great need is for more 
time to work in the Statcse 


Correspondonce is important in following up on contacts and work in the 
States and in intorpreting materials obtained for States from other States and 
from rogional and national. scurccss vs 


* Subject-matter- materials and materials on educational methcds are selected 
or.propared in view of the needs of individual States for matcrial to supplomont 


that otherwise available tc thome Special attention is given to supplying thom 


with materials from other States and from tho Department, This works quite satis- 
factorily, oxcept that there is not crough timeiavailable to brief or summarize 
some of the more technical items of material for most officicnt use. 


Conferences suchas the Western States Regicnal Extension Conference ond the 
National Outlook Conference provide cpportunities for work particularly on 
regional and national subjects. There is necd for additional cpportunitics for 
western extension economists to work with each cvher and with research workers 
in economics in the rogione 


: Work with the BAE and Other Federal Agencies: 

Liaison contacts with the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and other research 
bureaus in the Department regarding research information and its utilizetion in 
educational programse-- As stated earlier, the BABE is a direct source of subject 
matter on the regional and national aspects of many linus of worke There are two 
objectives in maintaining a close working contact with this Bureau, One is to keop 
in touch with resoarch and statistical work under way in order to make use of new 
subjoct-natter materials as soon as they are availablee Tho other is to consult 
with research workers regarding agricultura problons on which research ipfcrma- 
tion is needed as a basis for educaticnal work, Contacts are maintained through 
joint Extension Service and BAE conferences and committees and by frequent con- 
sultation with individual research econcmists working on farn managomnent, produc- 
tion adjustment, land use, farm income, market outlook, and other agricultural 
problems significant in the Weste : 


Contacts ero maintained in similar manner with cortain other research in 
the Departmont, as for éxample, the farm land valuo and economic land classifi- 
cation work of tho Farm Credit Administraticn and the rroductivity-indox work of 
the Division of Soil Survoy cf the Bureau of Plant Industry, Scils, and Agricul- 
tural Mnginccrings wars 


Work with Dopartmont of Agriculture buroaus on educational activities thataro 
of mutual interost to the Department and the Wostern tatcse-=- This is work with 


re 
interburcau and Department-wide groups that brings subjoct matter togother for uso 
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in cooperative educational programse. Examples are the Department-wide assembly 
of materials on the farm land market and farm land values, the assembly of 
national and regional information for States to use in providing guidance to 
persons sceking farming op portunities, and the assembly of economic background 
materials for use in the States and for the region in analyzing production tronds 
and possible adjustmentse Subject-matter problans and subjoct-matter needs are 
called to the attention of these groupse These probloms aro taken into account 
in the preparation of materia ale As with research, close contact with these groups, 
mokes it possible to know of and make use of subject-matter materials as soonas 4 
they are availablae : 


Work with Other Federal Bxtension Service Workers 


Assistance with Federal of'fice activities regarding extension work in the 
Weste-= State plans of work in farm managemont and related fields are reviewed 
os to subject matter and educational techniquos and rocommended for approval or 
disapproval e Annual reports of State extension, economists are reviewede Plans of 
work and annual reports are summarized for administrative uses Those documents 
can be improved, but at their best they do not provide a complete basis fora 
program of subject-matter assistance to the States. This is partly because of the 
long time lag and partly because of dynamic changes in agricultural problems and 
extensicn programsse Individual and group contacts in the Statos and twoewoy cor- 
respondence throughout the year are essen vtial as a basis for and as a’ sunplement 
to the formal documentse 


State extension publications on economics subjects from Western States are 
assembled, analyzed, commented upon, and made available to other rogional special- 
ists as well as to other States in the Weste A strong offcrt is mde to umder- . 
stand the background and specific purpose of each important publications Many of 
these materials, along with.information on their ce are obtained through 


field contacts with State extension workerse 


Special memoranda and ouslin es on western agricultural problems and related 
educational work are cccasicnally prepared for administrative use. A small file 
of special State and Federal arency references is maintained on such subjects 
as river-basin development, irrigation development, and public-land administration. 
Some information is maintained on changes in western population, trade, and manu- 
factures More systematic attention to assembling and interpreting materials on 
the major agricultural and nonagricultural features cf western econumy would give 
a more PRSR Ee? West-wide backgrdund for educational work... 

Other Federal Extension Service workers areca Gvised pithande eiiding the rola- 
tion between work in farm gmc and related: fields anc work in.other fields 
of subject mattere Speciml attention is given to types of economics subject matter, 
and related educational methods: needed as part of the basis fordoveloping Stato 
and ccunty programs of extension’ worke In this connecticn the orocesses of ccn- 
munity and area land use and agricultural planning, sc well known in the West, anc A | 
the process of individual farm and home plaming both offer many op ee ee Lor . 
cooperation among subject-matter ppaubed fate as part of a larger asonetiatitte effort 
among all extension workers tc botter assist farm and ranch people with thoir own 
educational efforts 


Ins. .d--she ee 
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